
Sabin Middle School Band 
 

6th GRADE BAND 
 

ALL current 5th grade students who will be attending Sabin Middle 
School next year have the opportunity to participate in band for their 6th grade year.  

In order to make this happen, 3 steps should be taken: 
 

1. When registering for 6th grade classes, select BAND for an exploratory class. 
2.  Come to one of our Instrument Selection Nights: at Sabin Middle School  

○ Thursday, May 2 from 4:15 PM to 6:15 PM OR  
○ Wednesday, May 8 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM  

This is where students will choose the instrument they’ll play in 6th grade. 

3. Get to a local music instrument shop and rent your chosen instrument before August (or June or 
July if you prefer to participate in the optional Summer Band Program). Some instruments, 
including larger instruments, can be rented from the school. Please see Ms. Shank at Instrument 
Selection Night for school instrument rental information and availability. 

 
ALL students wanting to participate in band should come to an Instrument Selection Night at 
Sabin. The only exception would be if a student already plays a band instrument and does not want to try 
a new instrument. If this is the case, please email your student’s name and instrument to 
melissa.shank@d11.org. 
 
In order to have balanced instrumentation in the band, instrument sections may fill up and will be treated 
on a first come, first served basis on the selection nights.  
 
I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING ALL UPCOMING BAND STUDENTS 

AND PARENTS on MAY 2 or MAY 8! 
 

Melissa Shank 
melissa.shank@d11.org 

719-328-7028 
 

Check out the Sabin Band Web Page:  http://www.d11.org/Sabin 
click on “Academics” → “Exploratories” → “Band” 

 
SUMMER BAND 

New this year! A week long Summer Band program will be offered at Sabin Middle 
School, one week in June and another week in July. This is an optional program that 
provides a great opportunity for students to get a head start on playing their 
instruments, getting familiar with the building at Sabin, and meeting other band 
students! You can find more details on the Sabin Band website. You will receive an 
information flyer when you come to an Instrument Selection Night.  
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Band is EDUCATIONAL! 

Band is IMPORTANT!! 
Band is FUN!!! 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
As your child enters middle school, he or she has several options for his or her exploratory classes. We 
would like to explain some important points about the advantages of giving your student the opportunity 
to learn to play a musical instrument in BAND. 
 
Learning to play a musical instrument is a unique educational opportunity. It continually addresses 
Cognitive, Affective and Psychomotor learning. These are the three primary facets of education. 
● Cognitive development refers to the student’s ability to retain and think about information. Learning 

to play an instrument and read music helps a student learn critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
and gives hands on experience while learning to read musical notation. The student learns about 
music through active participation in music-making activities.  

● Affective learning refers to the student’s emotional and social development. An integral part of 
BAND class is to establish the idea that every student is an important and valued member of the team. 
One of the most important aspects of the program is that it helps each student feel successful and 
gives him or her a reason to look forward to school every day. Each student develops the self-esteem 
necessary to continue learning. Putting it simply, BAND IS FUN!! 

● Psychomotor refers to the development of coordination between the mind and body. Playing a 
musical instrument is one of the best ways of developing physical coordination; especially fine motor 
skills—one of the critical areas of development necessary for successful learning. 

 
In addition, independent studies have shown that a student who is in his or her school BAND consistently 
has higher test scores on academic achievement and college entrance exams, especially in the areas of 
math and science. Students who participate in their school BAND have higher self esteem and more self 
confidence.  
 

BAND AT SABIN 
Students have BAND class for one period every day for 60 minutes for the entire year. BAND is a year 
long commitment to the BAND team. Students can also take choir or orchestra class for their second 
elective choice. Orchestra is a year long class like band. Choir is offered as a year long class or a one 
quarter long class. 
 
 

INSTRUMENT SELECTION NIGHT 
Before a student enrolls in BAND, Ms. Shank, or one of her colleagues that assist with the instrument 
selection process, will talk to each student to get to know them better. Each student will be helped in the 
process of choosing an appropriate instrument based on the student’s aptitude, preference, physical 
development, background and the availability of that type of instrument, while trying to maintain an 
appropriate balance of instruments within the BAND. On the back page, you will see an example of 
preferred instrumentation. 
 
 
 
 
Woodwinds: Preferred # in  

Beginning BAND 
Flute 8-10 



Oboe*** 2 
Clarinet 12-15 
Saxophone*  3 
 
 
Brass/Percussion: Preferred # in  

Beginning BAND 

Trumpet 8-12 
F Horn 3-6 
Trombone 6-10 
Baritone 4-6 
Tuba  2 
Percussion** 4-6 

 
*I DO NOT RECOMMEND that students choose the saxophone as their first instrument. It is very 
expensive, overly loud as a beginning instrument, and is more easily learned as a second instrument once 
students have played another woodwind instrument for a year. I prefer to evaluate our 6th grade 
woodwind players and recommend qualified students for a switch to saxophone within the 6th grade year. 
 
**Percussion students rent a percussion kit and learn to play the mallet instruments first. Later the 
practice pad (a practice version of snare drum) is introduced. Percussion kits include a set of bells and a 
practice pad in a soft case. The bells will stay at home for practice. The pad, sticks, and mallets (stored in 
a stick bag) will be taken to and from school. Please refer to the supply list at Selection Night for more 
detailed equipment list. 
 
***Oboe is a highly specialized instrument that requires especially delicate care, a student who really 
wants a challenge, and is self motivated to practice every night. Oboe is a double reed instrument, which 
means the reeds cost around $20 per reed and students should have two working reeds at all times. 
 

INSTRUMENT RENTAL 
The school cannot provide an instrument for every single child, so we must ask parents to provide some 
instruments for their students. Instruments that I recommend parents rent from a music store include: 
flute, clarinet, alto sax, trumpet, and trombone. I recommend that parents rent instruments from a local 
music store for the first few months because most stores have a rent-to-own plan, which allows students 
to try an instrument before parents invest larger amounts of money. Rental fees are based on the type and 
age of the instrument, but most instruments (flutes, clarinets, trumpets, trombones) cost $15-20 per month 
to rent, while alto saxophones run $30-50 per month. If a student is in need of a school owned rental for 
one of these instruments, please contact Ms. Shank so she can have the correct supply on hand. For 
students wanting to play tenor or bari sax, bass clarinet, french horn, baritone, or tuba- the school will 
provide these rentals. These larger instruments are far more expensive to rent from a music store so the 
school owns more of them for students to play. The school rental fee is $20 for the year plus a $50 
cleaning fee due at the end of the year.  
 

LET THE BUYER BEWARE! 
While I won’t specifically recommend where you should or should not purchase a musical instrument, I 
will share some knowledge and expertise. There are brands of musical instruments that have been around 
for many years that offer high-quality, reliable instruments that are sold through school musical 
instrument dealers. Online and big box stores do not offer these high quality and reliable brands. Also, 
please consider the advantages and disadvantages of where you purchase the instrument.  If the 
instrument is in need of repair, can you get service and repair locally and conveniently? Again, the online 
and big box stores can not offer convenient repairs to their instruments. In addition, many of the non 
reputable brands do not have replacement parts available when a piece breaks.  
Here are some things to consider when looking at new instruments:  

● the quality of materials and workmanship is directly reflected in the price  

● not all instrument brands are easy to play and get a good sound  



● not all instruments are durable, again related to the quality of materials used in making the 
instrument. 

● not all are easily repaired (some local instrument repair shops can’t service or guarantee their 
work on certain brands of instruments); often times, the money saved in the initial purchase is 
spent many times over with repair and shipping costs or instrument replacement costs, not 
to mention the time a child spends without an instrument to play and the frustration they feel by 
trying to play an instrument that does not play properly.  

● Often, you can find quality used brand-name instruments in pawn shops, garage sales, or online. 
Just like buying a used car, it is “buyer beware” and you’ll want to contact a musical instrument 
repair expert to ask about the brand, quality, and repair needs of the instrument before you 
purchase. 

 
Reliable Brands of Instruments include: 
Flutes: 
Gemeinhardt 
Selmer 
Yamaha 
Armstrong 
Artley 
Conn 
Emerson 
 
Clarinets: 
Vito 
Le Blanc 
Selmer / Bundy 

 
 
Trumpets & Trombones: 
Bach 
Blessing 
Selmer 
Olds 
Bundy 
Conn 
King 
Holton 
Yamaha 

Buffet 
Artley 
Yamaha 
 
 
Local Music Stores 
 
Graner Music Meeker Music Music & Arts 
4460 Barnes Road 624 N. Tejon 2872 N. Powers Blvd 
(across from Doherty HS)  Downtown location Store Hours: 
Store Hours:  Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 10 AM - 9 PM 
Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 7 PM  Mon-Fri: 9:30 AM - 6 PM Sat: 10 AM - 6 PM 
Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM Sat: 9:30 AM - 4 PM Sun: 12:00 PM - 5 PM  
Sat: 10 AM - 5 PM Sunday: Closed  
Sunday: Closed 


